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Course Framework
We will learn test-taking and skill-building strategies for the nationally standardized ACT. Although colleges consider students’ grades to be the most important gauge of academic success in high school, some colleges use the ACT or SAT as a second indicator of student achievement in core academic areas necessary for success in college.  Most colleges award partial scholarships to a student with a 3.3 or better GPA and an above average ACT score. Students can earn full college scholarships with a 3.5 or better GPA and an ACT score of 24 or higher. Those core academic areas covered on the ACT are English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science.  
· What is critical thinking?  Why is the ACT primarily a critical thinking test? How should students apply critical thinking skills to the ACT? 

· In what ways is reading comprehension part of the ACT Test?  How do students distinguish between questions related to key ideas and details, craft and structure, and integration of knowledge and ideas? How do students attack factual and reasoning questions on the Reading Test? How do students utilize annotation within the question stems and the body of the text?

· What vocabulary knowledge is needed on the ACT? What important vocabulary do I need to know to understand the questions?  How do I use vocabulary to help me make predictions on the Reading Test?
· What are the essential skills on the ACT Test? What are the skills needed to do well on the individual tests, particularly the English and Math tests?
· What test-taking strategies apply to the ACT Test? What distinguishes a Now, Later, or Never question? Why is using the process of elimination so important on a multiple-choice test? What is letter of the day?

Student Outcomes:
By the end of the course, students will: 

1. Build their skills and content knowledge in English, mathematics, reading, and science.
2. Utilize such test-taking strategies as POOD, the process of elimination (POE), pacing/time management, and mental stamina.
Course Outline:
I. Structure of the ACT
A. Tested areas

B. Raw score

C. Scale Score

D. National Distribution of Cumulative Percent
E. Princeton Review ACT Manual ( PRACTM) Introduction (pages 1-10)

1. What is the ACT?

2. What is on the ACT and How is it Scored?

3. Basic ACT Strategy

4. Now, Later, Never

5. Setting Goals

6. Food for Thought

7. Homework = Practice

8. Success = Successive Approximations

9. All Hands on Deck

F. Diagnostic Test 1163E

II.  General Test-Taking Strategies 
A. Process of Elimination (POE)

B. Personal Order Of Difficulty (POOD)

C. Pacing

D. Underlining key words in the question stem
E. Thinking vs. “bubbling”
F. Practice, practice, practice

III.   ACT English Preparation 
A. PRACTM English Introduction (pages 11-16)
1. Fun Facts About the English Test 

2. ACT Talk Good
3. Strategy
4. Use POE
5. Pacing
B. PRACTM Complete (pages 17-32)
1. You Complete Me
2. STOP
3. GO

4. Slow Down

5. Half Stop

6. Road Signs

7. OK Drill (Do this with the students)

8. Drill

9. Summary
C.  PRACTM Complete Practice (pages 33-39)
1. Complete and Incomplete Ideas
2. Commas
3. Complete Review
D.   PRACTM Grammar 101 (pages 41-62)
1. Subject-Verb Agreement
2. Pronoun Agreement
3. Pronoun Case
4. Frequently Confused Words

5. Idioms

6. More on Verbs
7. Drills

8. Grammar Glossary
E.  PRACTM Consistent, Clear, and Concise (pages 63-77)
1. Review Exercise
2. Consistent, Clear, and Concise
3. Verbs

4. Pronouns

5. Apostrophes

6. Transitions

7. Drill

8. Summary

F. PRACTM Consistent, Clear, and Concise Practice (pages 79-98)
1. Verbs 

2. Pronouns 

3. Apostrophes 

4. Transitions 

5. Concise 

6. Consistent, Clear, and Concise: Odds and Ends 

G. PRACTM Rhetorical Skills (pages 99-115)
1. Review Exercise 

2. Editor Questions 

3. Rhetorical Skills in Sentences
4. Rhetorical Skills in Paragraphs
5. Rhetorical Skills in Essays

6. Drill

7. Summary
H. PRACTM Rhetorical skills Practice (117-122)
1. Rhetorical Skills Within Sentences

2. Rhetorical Skills Within Paragraphs

3. Introductions, Transitions, and Conclusions

I. PRACTM English Practice Test 1 (pages 123-139)

1. Best Practice(s)

2. Scoring

3. Analysis

J. PRACTM English Practice Test 2 (pages 141-157)

1. Best Practice(s)

2. Scoring

3. Analysis
IV. ACT Reading Preparation

A. PRACTM Reading Introduction (pages 411-418)
1. Fun Facts About the Reading Test 

2. POOD

a. The Passages 

b. The Questions

c. The Order

3. The Proof is in the Passage
4. Pacing  
B. PRACTM Reading Fundamentals (pages 419-432)

1. Basic Approach 

a. Preview

b. Work the Passage

c. Select and Understand Questions

d. Read What You Need

e. Predict the Correct Answer

f. Use POE 
                            2.  Dual Passages

                            3.  Drill

                 C.  PRACTM Reading Fundamentals (pages 433-441)

                            1.  Preview

       2.  Work the Questions
                 D.  PRACTM Working the Steps (pages 443-456)


                 1.  Review



       2.  Critical Thinking


                 3.  Use POE: Trap Answers



       4.  Put it All Together



       5.  Drill

                 E.  PRACTM Working the Steps Practice (pages 457-467)


                 1.  Work Backwards



       2.  Take a Good Guess

       F.  PRACTM Dual Passages (pages 469-489)

                 1.  Preview


       2.  Work the Passages

                 3.  The Basic Approach

                 4.  Passage B

                 5.  Save the Best (Worst?) for Last


       6.  Science Time



a.  Preview



b. Work the Passage



c.  Repeat or Both



d. Save the Best (Worst?) for Last


       7. Practice Science and Reading Passages

         G.  PRACTM Dual Passages Practice (pages 491-501)


       1.  Passage I

                 2.  Passage II

                 3.  Passage III

                 4.  Passage IV

                 5.  Passage IV

         H. PRACTM Reading Skills (pages 503-517)
                 1.  Work the Passage

                 2.  Prove It

                 3.  The Golden Thread

                 4.  Down to Two

                 5.  What’s The Difference

                 6.  Using Words to Make Inferences

                 7.  Using Language to Make Predictions

          I.  PRACTM Advanced Reading Skills  (pages 519-534)

                 1. Translating

                     a.  POOD point

                     b.  Making Predictions

                     c. To Read What You Need, Find What You Need

                     d.  Hard to Find

                 2.  Summary

          J.  PRACTM Reading Practice Test 1 (pages 535-548)

                 1.  Best Practice (s)

                 2.  Scoring

                 3.  Analysis

          K. PRACTM Reading Practice Test 2 (pages 549-560)

                 1.  Best Practice(s)

                 2.  Scoring

                 3.  Analysis

V.  ACT Math Preparation

          A.  PRACTM Math Introduction (pages 159-163)

                 1.  Fun Facts About the Math Test 

                 2.  POOD

                 3.  POE

                 4.  Calculators

                 6.  Word Problems: The Basic Approach
                 7.  Scoring and Pacing
          B.  PRACTM Plugging In (pages165-176)

                 1.  Plugging In

                 2.  Plugging in the Answers (PITA)

                 3.  How to Spot It

                 4.  Drill

                 5.  Summary

          C.  PRACTM Plugging in Practice (pages 177-
                 1.  Plugging In

                 2.  Plugging in the Answers

          D.  PRACTM Fundamentals 101 (pages 183-189)

                 1.  Vocabulary

                 2.  Manipulating Equations

                 3.  Exponents

                 4.  Roots

                 5.  Glossary

          E.  PRACTM Fundamentals (pages 201-213)

                 1.  Review Exercise

                 2.  Plug-And-Chug

                 3.  Vocabulary

                 4.  Solving

                 5.  Exponents

                 6.  Quadratics

                 7.  Drill

                 8.  Summary

          F.  PRACTM Fundamentals (pages 215-226)

                 1.  Vocabulary

                 2.  Solving

                 3.  Exponents and Roots

                 4.  Quadratics

         G.  PRACTM Plane Geometry 101 (pages 227-242)
                 1.  Formulas of Basic Shapes

                 2.  Angles

                 3.  Right Triangles

                 4.  Circles

                 5.  Vocabulary

                 6.  Fun Facts About Figures


       7.  Plane Geometry Formulas


       8.  Glossary

         H.  PRACTM Plane Geometry (pages 243-254)

                 1.  Review Exercise

                 2.  Basic Approach

                 3.  Ballparking

                 4.  Circles

                 5.  Triangles



a.  Trigonometry and SOHCAHTOA

                 6.  Angles

                 7.  Carve It Up

                 8.  Drill

                 9.  Summary

           I.  PRACTM Plane Geometry Practice (pages 255-264)

                 1.  Circles

                 2.  Angles and Shapes

                 3.  Trigonometry

           J.  PRACTM Word Problems 101 (pages 265-277)

                 1.  English into Math

                 2.  Parts and Wholes

                 3.  Vocabulary

                 4.  Formulas

                 5.  Glossary

           K.  PRACTM Word Problems (pages 279-295)

                 1.  Review Exercise

                 2.  The Basic Approach

                 3.  POE & PITA

                 4.  Word Problems A La Carte

                 5.  Drill

                 6.  Summary

            L.  PRACTM Word Problems Practice (pages 297-310)

                 1.  PEMDAS, Fractions, Percents, and Decimals

                 2.  Functions

                 3.  Proportions and Ratios

                 4.  Percent Change

                 5.  Averages and Standard Deviation

                 6.  Ordering

                 7.  Probability

                 8.  Patterns

           M.  PRACTM Coordinate Geometry 101 (pages 311-319)

                 1.  Drawing Lines

                 2.  We Love Our Calculators
                 3.  Fun facts About Coordinate Geometry

                 4.  Coordinate Geometry Formulas

           N.  PRACTM Coordinate Geometry (pages321-331)

                 1.  Review Exercise

                 2.  All About Points

                 3.  Parallel and Perpendicular Lines

                 4.  Graphs

                 5.  Circles and Ellipses

                 6.  3-D Graphing

                7.  Drill

                8.  Summary

           O.  PRACTM Coordinate Geometry Practice (pages 333-339)

                1. Slope

                2.  All About Points

                3.  Intersecting Lines

                4.  Circles and Ellipses

           P.  PRACTM Advanced Math  (pages 341-347)
                1.  Logarithms (Logs)
                2.  MADSPM and POE

                3.  Series

                4.  Vectors

                5.  Matrices

          Q.  PRACTM Advanced Math Practice (pages 349-351)
                1.  Logarithms (Logs)
                2.  Series

                3.  Vectors

                4.  Matrices

          R.  PRACTM Advanced Trigonometry  (pages 353-362)

                1.  Advanced Trig

          S.  PRACTM Advanced Trigonometry Practice (pages 363-365)

          T.  PRACTM Math Practice Test 1 (pages 367-387)

                1.  Best Practice(s) 

                2.  Scoring

                3.  Analysis

          T.  PRACTM Math Practice Test 2 (pages 389-410)

                1.  Best Practice(s) 

                2.  Scoring

                3.  Analysis

VI.  ACT Science Preparation

                    A.  PRACTM ACT Science Introduction (pages 561-566)

1.  Fun Facts About the Science Test

2.  Whaddya Know

3.  POOD

4.  POE

5.  Pacing

                    B.  PRACTM Science Basics (pages 567-578)

                          1.  The Basic Approach
                          2.  Relationship Counseling

                               a.  Curves

                               b.  Tables

                               c.  Work the Figures

                               d.  Work the Questions and Answers

                          3.  Passage V

                          4.  Drill 

                          5.  Summary

                    C.  PRACTM Science Basics Practice (pages 579-593)

                          1.  Passage I

                          2.  Passage II   
                          3.  Passage III

                          4.  Passage IV

                          5.  Passage V

                          6.  Passage VI

                          7.  Passage VII

                    D.  PRACTM Science Skills (pages 595-619)

                          1.  Review

                          2.  Read the Graph

                          3.  Find the Intersection

                          4.  Use POE

                          5.  Extend the Data

                          6.  Don’t Read

                          7.  Read…If You Must

                          8.  Find the Link

                          9.  Let the Questions and Answers Teach the Passage

                        10.  Drill

                        11.  Summary

                     E.  PRACTM Science Skills Practice (pages 621-633)

                          1.  Passage I
                          2.  Passage II
                          3.  Passage III



     4.  Passage IV



     5.  Passage V



     6.  Passage VI

                     F.  PRACTM Science by Any Other Name… (pages 635-651)

                          1.  Review

                          2.  Passage I

                          3.  Passage II

                          4.  Passage III

                          5.  Summary

                     G.  PRACTM Science by Any Other Name… Practice (pages643-651)

                          1.  Passage I

                          2.  Passage II

                          3.  Passage III

                          4.  Passage IV
                      H.  PRACTM Advanced Science Skills  (pages 653-662)

                           1.  Review

                           2.  Test This

                           3.  Trial by Fire

                           4.  Multiple Axes

                           5.  What’s the Link?

                           6.  Be as Efficient as You Can

                           7.  The Hardest Passage in the World

                           8.  Summary



  I.  PRACTM Advanced Science Practice (pages 663-671)


                 1.  Passage I



       2.  Passage II



       3.  Passage III



       4.  Passage IV

                            5.  Passage V



  J.  PRACTM Science Practice Test 1 (pages 673-686)

 
                  1.  Best Practice(s)



        2.  Scoring 



        3.  Analysis



 K.  PRACTM Science Practice Test 2 (pages 687-700)



        1.  Best Practice(s)



        2.  Scoring



        3.  Analysis
             VII.  Pacing Reviews (pages 701-709)

           A. Pacing Review for Practice Test #2

                B. Pacing Review for Practice Test #3

 C.Pacing Review for Additional Practice Tests

 D.Pacing Review for the Real ACT 
Required Materials

The Princeton Review ACT Manual
The Princeton Review 1471 ACT Practice Questions
Act Teaching Modules
Act Practice Tests from ACT Test Bank and Princeton Review

Power Points on English, Math, Reading, and Science

Additional Resources:

ACTstudent.org 
Class Requirements:
1. Student attendance is important, and participation is expected in every class. We each bring unique experiences and perspectives, and we gain from hearing how others see and understand the world.
2. ACT practice questions, notes, and vocabulary will all be part of class work. Student work is to be kept in an organized binder.
Course Grade:
· ACT Tests are worth 45% of the class grade.
· Class attendance, participation, daily written responses, English and Reading practice questions, and notes are worth a total of 45% of the class grade.
· Your final exam is 10% of the class grade.

A grade of A (90% or higher) reflects completion of assignments, mastery of content, and an ability to pull disparate ideas and concepts together. A grade of B (80-89%) reflects completion of assignments and mastery of content. A grade of C (70-79%) reflects completion of assignments and some mastery of content. A grade of D (60-69%) reflects some completion of assignments and little mastery of content.  A grade of F (0-59%) reflects minimal completion of assignments and little mastery of content.

Grade equivalents for ACT English, Math, Reading, and Science Tests: 

ACT Scale Scores

22+ =100%                  
21   = 95%                  

20   = 90%              
19   = 80%          

18   = 75%              
17   = 70%          

16 =   65%              
15 =   60%          

A = 90-100     B = 80-89     C = 70-79     D = 60-69      F = 59 or below

Classroom Expectations/Policies:
     As a high school student, you are governed by the rules set forth by the St. Louis Public Schools in the Student Code of Conduct Handbook, the rules set forth by your high school, and by the classroom teacher. When everyone abides by these rules, we are A TEAM working together towards a common purpose. A teacher is a coach just as a coach is a teacher. I am not here to argue and fight with you.  I am here to fight FOR you. Your challenge is to become thoroughly involved in the learning process so that you give 100% effort.    
Class Norms:

1. Everyone has the right to be heard, one person at a time.
2. Cell phone use is acceptable only with teacher approval. There is no using your cell phone while doing ACT practice tests. f you need to use your cell phone for an emergency, please let me know first. 
3. Good attendance is important. You are required to complete any missed assignments. 

4. Report to class on time.  Tardiness is disruptive.  
5. No name calling.
6. Turn in all daily assignments. I will return student work in a timely manner.  
7. Hold yourself and each other to high standards of excellence at all times.

8. Show respect through your speech and actions.  Disruptive behavior and vulgar language will not be tolerated.
9. Have the humility that none of us know everything and that everyone can stand to improve.
10. Recognize that everyone will start from different bases of knowledge.
11. Keep your desk and area around you clean. Nobody wants to clean up your mess!
12. The class goal is 0-1 hall passes per period. 
13. Ask yourself at the end of each class day, “What did I learn today?”  The test of true learning is the ability to explain to others what you have learned.   

Academic Integrity/Plagiarism

The integrity of the academic program and the evaluation of each student’s achievement are of primary concern to educational institutions. Cheating on an educational exercise not only reflects dishonesty on the part of the student, but also diminishes the value of the work done by his/her classmates. 
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